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Now that we are in the Age of

Attenborough, with all that means for

incredible, beautifully filmed underwater

documentaries such as The Blue Planet,

you may find The Jacques Cousteau

Odyssey, a three-disc DVD containing all

12 episodes of an early TV series,

disappointing. I know I did. 

But then, realising that the films were

made between 1977 and 1981 and

having found them gripping stuff when

watching them at home a little later, it 

is not the fault of Cousteau and his

magnificent divers, but the fact that

diving time has not so much as rolled on

as ridden on the after-burner ever since

he released The Silent World in 1956. 

The films have not worn well, and look

faded and often dull. Again, you can

hardly blame that on his diving camera-

men, one of whom nearly got the scoop

of the century when Jacques-Yves, down

deep inside the hospital ship Britannic on

the Aegean seabed, got tangled up in the

loose treads of the liner’s grand staircase. 

His 1980 TV audience held its collective

breath – and they will do so again when

watching on a laptop in 2006. 

The only difference now is that from

the moment Cousteau steps to the

Calypso’s ladder, kitted up to dive the

Britannic, something about the way he

moves tells us that he was getting far too

old for such deep antics. Yes, I know that

he had his last dive when he was 87, just

before he died in 1997, but TV and film

are well-known for seeing under the skin.

It is those divers who were too young

to have seen these slices of underwater

history when they came fresh to our

screens who will get the most from these

DVDs from the past. 

They may mock the false heroism that

some commentators adopted, and see

through the occasional archaeological

cover-up of a bit of good ol’ treasure-

hunting, but they will how much their

diving development owes to this early

film-making for TV. And they will enjoy

some parts of Cousteau’s Odyssey a lot. 

Kendall McDonald

✹ The Jacques Cousteau Odyssey (Delta

Music, www.deltamusic.co.uk) DVD x 3, 

624 minutes, £29.99

THE LIFE AQUATIC 
DVD box set

The Art of Diving brings together the well-honed journalistic

skills of Nick Hanna and undoubtedly fine photographic

techniques of Alex Mustard. 

I compliment the author on the extensive research that

allows him to quote some obvious and sometimes less

obvious sources, and the photographer on the remarkably

clean look of the pictures, and graphic simplicity that never

fails to draw the eye.

Although I can’t see this book really appealing to anyone

who has no personal experience of the underwater world,

the clear intention is for it to be read by an audience beyond

that of divers. 

If Hanna can persuade the wider public to read it, I am

sure it would do wonders in promoting our underwater

activities. 

It may look a little like a coffee-table book, but any divers

who start browsing will soon find themselves reading it like a

novel. Hanna has skillfully woven quotes from divers into a

well-constructed narrative. Two Cousteaus, Hans Hass,

Howard Hall, Ned DeLoach, Trevor Norton, Cathy Church,

Arthur C Clarke, Sylvia Earle, Eugenie Clarke, Thor Heyerdahl

and even HRH Prince Charles are among many, including 

a raft of lesser mortals too numerous to name,

who have added to the text wittingly or

unwittingly. 

In fact, it’s said that Hanna has been astute in

quoting so many people, because if their

mothers all buy the book, sales can’t fail to be

impressive!

More seriously, the journalistic approach has

avoided that pompous, pseudo-poetic text that

all too often accompanies the colour plates in

otherwise worthy books of underwater photos. 

Tim Ecott is reported to have said of this book:

“It beautifully reveals the deepest secrets of our love

affair with the liquid world.” He may be right. 

With 270 pages filled with interesting quotes

and jaw-dropping illustrations, if you liked

Ecott’s Neutral Buoyancy this is similar but in

glorious Technicolor! An excellent book.

John Bantin

✹ The Art of Diving, Adventures in the Underwater

World by Nick Hanna (Ultimate Sports ISBN

0954519922). Hardback, 272pp, £20

ARTFUL PAGE-TURNER

This book will keep you awake

at night – fretting about how to

afford your next diving holiday.

Not only has Tim Simond made

it his business to track down

dive centres where the boats are

small and comfortable and the

diving good, he has also

checked out the best places to stay.

Twenty-two hotels and four liveaboards are included in

Dive in Style, a beautifully produced hardback that contains

clear, useful information on dive sites, whether snorkelling is

possible, which wetsuit to wear, optimum visibility, state of

the coral and marine life present.

Remarkably, Simond took every photograph, both above

and below water. His philosophy was: “If I saw it during a

four-day visit, then you have a good chance of seeing it”. 

So, when he says there are large groupers in Picchi di

Punta Coticcio in Sardinia, he has the photo to prove it.

The book is a smart addition to a diver’s coffee-table

collection but also holds eminently practical advice,

including a very useful weather chart for each destination

that also explains which species are present in which season. 

Some of the resorts are surprising: Little Palm Island in the

Florida Keys is included and, according to Simond, Looe Key

is “bursting with fish life”. He has images to prove it.

Dive in Style performs a valuable service in showing what

the resorts and hotels featured are really like (all pretty

amazing, as it happens), but also how big the day-boats are

and how long the trip to the reef will really take. 

If it’s classy accommodation and good diving you want,

this book is for you.           

Tim Ecott

✹ Dive In Style by Tim Simond (Thames & Hudson, ISBN

9780500512920). Hardback, 288pp, £24.95
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